
        WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

WORSHIP will con nue with one service at 9 a.m. in the building, the parking lot on     
88.3 FM, and Facebook live.  
Videos of the services will con nue to be provided on:  
· Our Facebook page 
· YouTube Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Plainview, MN 
· Midcon nent: For those living in Plainview, cable channel 20 (during the week) 
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The Shepherd’s Staff 

Join us for soup and worship each Wednesday during Lent. 

March 1 A place to Welcome  Luke 9:1-10 

March 9 A place to Worship  John 4:19-26 

March 16 A place to Grow in Faith Luke 2:41-52 

March 23 A place to Serve  I Corinthians 12:4-11 

March 30        A place of Community Luke 17:11-19 
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March 2023 

 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 

That’s the tle of a Dr. Seuss book o en given to graduates, but it’s maybe also a good descrip on of 
Chris an lives lived with glad and generous hearts.   

Through the giving of our offerings, our me, and our talents we end up in places and crea ng places: 

Places of Welcome 

Places to connect, both with God and one another 

Places to be nourished in body and soul 

Places of worship 

Places to grow in faith 

Places to experience the grace of God 

Places of caring for others 

Places to make a difference in people’s lives. 

Places of community 

Maybe you never imagined yourself si ng in worship with and watching a young family’s children grow 
up.  Maybe you never imagined yourself si ng down at coffee hour (or a breakfast or soup supper) and 
having a conversa on where you hear about what’s going on in someone else’s life and remember them  
in your prayers during the week.  Maybe you never imagined that someday you would be teaching         
Sunday School, volunteering in the kitchen, or pu ng together Lutheran World Relief Health Kits that    
will end up in Syria and Turkey.   
 
In all of these things and so many more, we help create a place for God to be at work in our lives and in 
the lives of others.   
 
That’s why Good Shepherd is a place to BELONG, BELIEVE, BECOME.  I can’t wait to be a part of all the 
places God will lead us to.   
 
Thank you for your generous and giving hearts that make this a place of God.   
 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Krista 
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Youth Coffee Shop 

March 12th—Starting at 9:45 am. 
The youth will be serving Coffee & Rolls on March 12th, starting at 9:45 am. 
Come for coffee and fellowship while the kids are at Sunday School.  Free-
will offering will support the youth. Thank you for supporting their ministry. 

Summer Camp at Good Earth Village 

Remember to sign up for camp at GEV Bible Camp, Good Earth   
Village. What an awesome place for fun, faith, and outdoor        
adventure! If you need financial support, contact Carole Joyce or 
Pastor Krista. We want all our children/youth to be able to a end.  

Senior High Youth—Grades 9-12 
Service Opportunity: Wednesdays March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 from 5:30—7 pm.  
Serving soup suppers and clean-up is great fellowship and fun!  Join your 
classmates each Wednesday that you are able. This is a gi  you can give 
your faith community and they LOVE talking with you. 

 YOUTH SUMMER SERVICE TRIP 
               GRADES 8-12 
           JULY 23-28, 2023 

 Summer Service Trip to Duluth, MN 

                 Grades 8-12 

              July 23-28, 2023 

This summer Good Shepherd will be sending a 
group of youth on a service trip in the Duluth 
Community through Service Learning. 

They will learn, serve, and worship together. 

We’ll end with a day in Gooseberry Falls State 
Park. 

**Sign-up is s ll open and so far, we have 
room for a friend if you have one that would 
like to come! 
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                   Thrivent Choice Dollars  

Are you an investor with Thrivent?  Start 2023 on a generous note!        
If you haven’t already, you can s ll direct 2022 Choice Dollars® before 

they expire.  If you decide to direct your Choice Dollars to Good Shepherd, we will use them to assist 
one of our students a ending a Lutheran College by providing a scholarship opportunity.                                                 
The deadline for direc ng your Choice Dollars is March 31st. 

                      Annual Mee ng 
                       Youth Breakfast 



God’s Work, Our Hands     
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Noisy Offering 

Funds went  to:  

         January—Eagles Cancer Telethon 

         February—Good Earth Village 

 March— Funds will go to Food Shelf           

Did you know that ALL of Good Shepherd’s Wednesday night Lenten 
offering will go to the PEM Food Shelf?  Please take this opportunity to 
help do God’s work—feeding the hungry.  A special “thank you” to the 
many God Shepherd members who volunteer regularly at the Food 
Shelf!! 

The Sunday School offering—from now through May—will go to God’s 
Global Barnyard ANIMALS/ELCA GOOD GIFTS, which provides animals 
that sustain a family and community. Students will get a barn bank and 
coloring book, as they think about helping others. 

President’s Column  (by Nate Pfeils cker) 

Alicia and I have been a ending members of GSLC since 2006.  This church and               
congrega on have become part of who we are and a part of our family.  When we started 
out, it was just the two of us, then we had Nolan, and eventually Evie and Ike                   
followed. Throughout that me, we gave to the church and I will admit that at first, it was 
very meager.  Put a number in your head that you think a star ng family might be able to 

give, and then divide it by 2 or 3, that was probably where we were at.  As our familiarity and comfort with the 
church grew, so did our contribu ons.  The more we a ended, the more we no ced the needs of the 
church.  The amount didn’t ma er, what ma ered was that we cared enough to give what we could.  We    
remember the leaking roof,  the mold, the lack of fellowship area, the old kitchen, and the dividers on wheels 
for Sunday school. Ge ng ready to build was exci ng, and it was when we decided to start making a more  
significant contribu on to the church.  It didn’t take long to adjust to the increased giving.  With the rising cost 
of everything, it would be nice to have that money back, but we wouldn’t take it if the church tried giving it to 
us. This church has become an extension of our home and a member of our family.  At Good Shepherd we s ll 
feel welcomed every Sunday.  We have always felt welcomed as soon as we walked through the doors. No 
ma er how red we were because of kids, or how squirrely they were during the service, people smiled and 
warmly welcomed us.  We were o en given words of encouragement, making us feel like great parents, even 
when maybe we didn’t think we were.  You can’t put a dollar amount on something like that.  You can’t put a 
dollar amount on a place where no ma er how bad the week is, no ma er how stressful life gets, when you 
leave, you feel a li le be er.  In a world that seems to grow more divided each day, it is comfor ng to know 
that every Sunday, we are able to come together, join as one, and worship Jesus Christ. It gives us a            
commonality that brings us together.  We are all called to worship and welcomed in for the same reason, 
and that is priceless.  
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Looking ahead to March… 
March 5th      3rd & 4th Grade: The Apostle’s Creed 
What do we believe? Learn the parts of the creed and what it means and then lead it in 
worship. 

March 12th    Pre-School:  Pray and Play for 3 & 4 year olds 
We’re never too young to learn how to pray.  Parents join their students at 10:15 am 
in the music room as we explore prayer and take home some fun new ways to pray 
and play together! 

March	19th 				1st	Grade:		God	and	Gifts 

Learn about offering—where it comes from and where it goes.  
Then take a turn being an usher!  10:00 a.m. 

 Looking ahead ……... 
Part of our living as God’s people is sharing in the meal that we 
call the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion.  During Lent we will be 
offering First Communion Instruc on for all children in 2nd grade 
and above, with children receiving their first communion on                                             
Maundy Thursday, April 6th at the 7 PM service.  

Like Bap sm, Holy Communion is a gi  of God’s grace.  There is nothing we can do to earn 
or deserve either sacrament.  Holy Communion is a sacred meal in which we receive 
Christ’s body and blood in the bread and the wine.  All children planning to receive their 
first communion are asked to a end one of the following classes. Our hope is for each 
student to be accompanied by a parent or another caring adult to share in this learning 
with their child. 

  Sunday, March 26  2:00-4:00 PM 

  Thursday, March 30  3:30-5:00 PM 

Although First Communion and First Communion instruc on is offered for children in     
2nd grade and above, not every child is ready at this me to receive Communion.             
We encourage parents and children to be in conversa on and pray about whether or  not 
their child is ready to receive this sacrament.   

Sign up here for your spot:  First Communion SignUp 2023-Google Docs 

  ADULT	EDUCATION	SUNDAY	MORNING	AT	10:05 

Join us as we study the book of Micah (we’ll actually read 
through a whole book of the bible before summer!) Micah is 
the voice of a village peasant sharing God’s Word that calls 
out  those who have fallen away from God and are forgetting, 

neglecting, and taking advantage of the poor.  Micah also has a message of divine 
forgiveness and hope, speaking of restoration and salvation. Come and join us as we 
see how this might be a message for today as well. 



VBS  Youth and Adult Leaders Needed! 
VBS is so fun  - you won’t want to miss out! 

We are currently looking for youth and adults to help with VBS 2023, 
which will be held June 5th-7th from 6 pm to 7:45 pm.  Shepherd a 
group of kids, serve snacks, play games, prepare a simple meal, sing 
and dance along. If you are interested in helping, please contact                               

Carole Joyce (carole35@charter.net or 269-9374) to sign up. 

         VBS Leadership Mee ng—Tuesday, March 7th—6:30 p.m. at Tarasco’s 

                   VBS 2023: Monumental 
                Monday - Wednesday,  June 5-7   

                            6:00 pm - 7:45 pm     

Three days of outside and inside fun!     

Kid-friendly meal (for adults too), Bible Story, games, 
cra s/science. 

For Children currently grades Pre-K-4th.  Bring a caring adult.                                                 
All youth and adults who would like to help are welcome—  4th grade on up!                               
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Mark your Calendar!  

Palm Sunday Egg Hunt at 10:15 am 

      The egg hunt will be on Palm Sunday, April 2nd.                    
There will be a breakfast that day also. So, a er you’ve had 
a chance to eat, we’ll do some Holy Week ac vi es and 
the egg hunt. Each age group will be sent to a different 
part of the church lawn to hunt for their eggs.                            

Please bring your own baskets!  In case of  bad weather, we will hunt indoors. 

Want to donate candy? Please bring candy to church by March 26 at 9:00 a.m. so that 
we can have it pre-packaged for a er the hunt.      

Pre-School—2nd	Graders 

								Sing	at	Worship 

												March	12th 

Adult Sunday School Class 
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       Blanket Ministry 
Nothing is more fun on a cold 
winter day than hanging out 
with friends!  Spend Thursday, 
March 16th, with Good Shepherd friends making   
blankets for graduates and others. Meet at church for   
sewing, fellowship, fun, and of course, food (warm 
soup and bread).  We’ll start at 9 a.m. and end with 
soup lunch.  Sewing skills are helpful, but not required.         

If you can’t sew, come anyway to cut, pin, and most of all, have fun! Ques ons, talk to 
Carole Joyce at carole35@charter.net 

Book Club  
Thursday, March 9th 7:00 pm 

The March	book	is Miracle	Creek	by Angie Kim. We’ll discuss it 
on Thursday, March 9th at 7 pm.  All	are	welcome! 

The April	book	is Once	Upon	a	River	by Diane Shetter ield.                
Please ind your own copy for April. We will discuss it on        
Thursday, April 13th at 7 pm. 

It is me to order flowers to celebrate Easter Morning!                       
Spring Mums and Easter lilies will again adorn our altar.  
Each will be $10.00 and can be in honor or in memory of 
someone. Envelopes to order are in the Gathering Space   
old altar area (look for the red container).                         
Please consider ordering to celebrate Easter morning.                                                      
Orders are due March 29th.  Ques ons, please see            
Sue Tangen. 

Confirma on Kids Filling Backpacks 
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The Nuts and Bolts of Church Giving…... 

We are all children of God and as such, the generosity that we share with our church family is mo vated 
by our faith and our passion for the church.   And that’s a good thing! 

There is, however, a purely prac cal side of the giving conversa on.  The reality is that it takes a certain 
amount of money to pay our bills and make our ministry work.   But how much is that and what does it 
mean to each of us?     

Our goal for the 2023 Opera ng Budget is $302,500.  This includes required costs like heat, electricity, 
salaries, supplies, ministries, etc.  It also includes our mortgage obliga ons.   There are roughly 200 giving 
units (households) within the Good Shepherd membership.   So, if you simply divide the budget by 200 
you get $1,515.00 … which is the average per household giving that we need to meet the annual budget.   

This campaign is not an insistence that each member pay their ‘fair share’.  In reality, we’re all at different 
places in our financial lives, and our priori es for a finite number of available dollars.  People give as they 
feel they can… some give more, and some are not able to give as much.   All giving is important and      
appreciated!    

I thought it would be helpful for us all to understand the financial “nuts and bolts” of what it takes to   
operate Good Shepherd.  As we enter the 2023 Generosity Campaign, please prayerfully consider your 
role in mee ng our budget goals, both for the General Fund and the Building Fund.  Together, we can 
move mountains! 
Mark Jurgenson 
Good Shepherd Missions and Stewardship 

 
CONFIRMATION STUDENTS  
STUDYING  APOSTLES’ CREED 
 



March Birthdays   

March 1    Brielle Freiburg 
March 2    Erin Bluhm 
         Jordyn Anderson 
March 4    Ellen Miller 
March 5    Arlo Kostel 
March 6    Owen Johnson 
                   Harper Schneider 
                   Brady Wehrs 
March 7    Jackie Wel  
March 9    Dan Madsen 
March 10  Diane Fick 
March 11  Aus n Engler 
March 12  Jacob Suntken 
March 13  Bob Shanks              
                    Jason Melbostad 
March 14   Lukas Klennert 
March 15   Michelle Wendt                     
                    Pa y Fritz 
March 17   Gary Melbostad 
                     Nolan Klug 
March 18   Leah Holst 
                    Angie Ma ash 
March 19   Bonnie McMillin 
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March 21  Kathy Sukalski 
                    Kenten Dick 
March 23  Carson Rahman 
                   Angel Gramling 
                    Rebecca Klug 
                    Warren Zabel 
March 24  Joe Suntken 
        Marc Anderson  
March 25  Mason Rahman 
                   Jan Sackreiter 
                   Ma  Dick 
                   Valerie Klug 
March 26  Craig Beck 
March 27  Tina Wangen 
March 28  Jesalynn Bluhm 
                   Roger Re man  
March 29  Marget Chris son 
March 30  Khloe Peter 
         Ava Steele 

Happy  

Birthday 

Happy Anniversary 
                    March 15         Allen & Dawn Breuer             

On behalf of the Good Shepherd congrega on, we want to  thank our out-
going council members: Nicole Engler, Deb Weinrich, and Todd Wangen 
for their contribu ons and me as a council member. We welcome new 
council members:  Tommy Weinrich (Vice President), Gina Ihrke (Worship 
& Music), and Joe Suntken (Property) as they join current council         

members: Nate Pfeils cker (President), LaVonne Beck (Secretary), Tom Anderson (Treasurer),    
Kathy Sukalski (Congrega onal Life), and Sue Tangen & Ryan King (Members At Large) . 
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March Events 
Mar 1   Soup Supper                            5:45 pm    
              Confirma on                          6 :00 pm 
    Lenten Service          7:00 pm 
Mar 5   Worship/Communion           9:00  am 
              4th Gr TIF  Class                    10:00 am 
              Sunday School        10:00 am 
              Generosity Breakfast            9:30 am 
Mar 7   VBS Mee ng                           6:30 pm 
Mar 8   Soup Supper         5:45pm 
              Confirma on                   6:00 pm 
    Lenten Service                       7:00 pm                  
Mar 9   Book Group                            7:00 pm                
Mar 12 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
              Worship                      9:00 am 
              PreSchool-2nd Gr Sing      
              Youth Coffee Shop                 9:45 am 
              3 & 4 Yr. Old’s TIF                 10:00 am 
              Sunday School                      10:00 am 
Mar 14  Church Council                      6:30 pm 

March Events (Cont.) 
Mar 15  Soup Supper     5:45 pm 
               Confirma on                    6:00 pm 
      Lenten Service                  7:00 pm 
Mar 16  Blanket Making                9:00 am 
Mar 19 Worship/Communion      9:00 am 
               1st Grade Class               10:00 am      
     Sunday School   10:00 am 
Mar 21   Adult Bible Study            1:00 pm 
Mar 22  Soup Supper                     5:45 pm              
     Confirma on               6:00 pm 
                Lenten Service                7:00 pm 
Mar 26   Worship                            9:00 am 
                Sunday School               10:00 am 
                First Communion Class  2:00 pm 
Mar 29   Soup Supper                    5:45 pm 
                Confirma on                   6:00 pm 
                Lenten Service                7:00 pm 
Mar 30   First Communion Class  3:30 pm 

Plainview Youth Night 

     Learning the Lord’s Prayer 



Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
PO Box 355 
Plainview, MN  55964 
Address Service Requested 
Issue 250, Published Monthly 

The Shepherd’s Staff is a communica on tool among our friends and members, spreading the word of Jesus Christ with 
news of our church and related events.  It is published monthly by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plainview– Elgin. 

VISION STATEMENT, GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH  
Claimed by God through Word & Sacrament, we move forward with a 
 
NEW VIEW: 
 
N otice the needs of our congregation, community, and world with eyes of faith, 
E ducate all from cradle to grave. 
W orship in thankfulness and joy. 
 
V alue all generations in passing on the faith. 

 I dentify and affirm the gifts of God’s people. 

E nergize God’s people to use their gifts for ministry. 

W elcome the opportunity to walk the talk with our youth.  

The submission deadline for the April 2023 Newsle er is  

 Thursday, March 23rd 


