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Contact Information
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 355
Plainview MN, 55964
(507) 534-3675
www.goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org
Pastor: Krista Henning-Ferkin
Office Hours: Vary
Email: Krista.goodshepherd@
gmail.com
Phone:
(507)534-3675 (office)
(605)480-2325 (cell)
Cong. Administrator: Karen Anderson
Office Hours: Vary
Email:

secretary@goodshepherdlutheranplainview.org
Phone:

(507)534-3675

Passing on Faith Facilitator: Carole Joyce
Office Hours: Vary
Email: carole35@charter.net
Home Phone: (507) 288-0551
Cell Phone: (507) 269-9374
Office Hours: Vary
Email: carole35@charter.net

LENT 2021
Wednesdays in Lent
Worship 7-7:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday, March 28th
9:00 a.m. Worship with Palms and Holy Communion.
Palm Sunday Breakfast to go following the 9:00 worship service
·
Breakfast: scrambled eggs, sausage and pancakes
·
Pick up after 9:00 a.m. worship
·
Drive-up to pick up from 10:00 -10:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, March 25th – 7:00 p.m. Worship
Good Friday, March 26th – 7:00 p.m. Worship
Easter Sunday – April 4th
8:00 a.m. Worship in the Building (also available online)
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9:00 a.m. Children’s Outdoor Egg Hunt (weather permitting)
Continental Breakfast Outdoors between worship services
(weather permitting)
9:30 Outdoor Parking Lot Worship. Worship in your car on 88.3
FM or join us outside and dress for the weather.
·
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THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

PASTOR’S NOTE
Although Lent is traditionally a time to “give up” something, like many others I feel we have given
up A LOT over this last year:











We have given up time with family and friends.
We have given up local theater, sports, and concerts.
We have given up attending a big wedding or another celebration because numbers have
been limited.
We have given up the funeral of a loved one, friend, or co-worker.
We have given up communal traditions like Cheese Days, Corn on the Cob Days, and Olde
Fashioned Christmas.
We have given up rituals that mark the milestones in our lives.
We have given up on doing things “like they have always been done”, knowing that things
are not as they have always been.
We have given up school and work as it once was.
We have given up handshakes and hugs.
We have given up sleep, self-care, routines, plans, and dreams.

That’s A LOT to give up over the course of a year! The tradition of giving something up for Lent is
meant to help people remember Jesus giving up his life for the life of the world. The act of giving
things up in Lent also leads to the longing for Easter and the resurrection. We have learned
something about that type of longing over the past year. As we long for a return to normal, we are
longing for the fullness of life, and the fullness of life is known best through the kingdom of God
revealed in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. And so this Lent, let’s not focus so much on what
we have given up, but let’s look forward to what we long for… the day when all will be made right:









the day when we hug and embrace
the day when family and friends are reunited
the day of banquets and parties where all are welcome and all are fed
the day when no one is lonely
the day when there is no war or violence in people’s homes, communities, country or world
the day when all people are valued and seen as children of God
the day we and all people live confidently in God’s unconditional love
the day we celebrate because every tear will be wiped away and death will be no more

Let’s long not just for the end of the pandemic or Lent, but for the fullness of God’s kingdom, even
here on earth. Can you imagine that day? What a celebration it will be!
In Christ,
Pastor Krista
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CONGREGATION NEWS
CHURCH COUNCIL
Outgoing Council Members
On behalf of the Good Shepherd congregation, we want to thank our outgoing council members: Kory
Bigalk and Sybil Mason for their contribution and hard work as council members. Great job! Good
Shepherd appreciates you!

Incoming Council Members: Ryan King
Current Church Council Members and Positions
Nicole Engler
Nate Pfeilsticker
LaVonne Beck
Tom Anderson
Kathy Sukalski
Karla Appel
Open
Todd Wangen
Deb Weinrich
Sue Tangen
Ryan King

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer & Finance
Congregational Life/Youth
Education
Missions & Stewardship
Property
Worship & Music
At Large
At Large

engler.nicole@mayo.edu
npfeilsticker@isd2899.k12.mn.us
lavonnebeck@gmail.com
tom.plainviewfbm@gmail.com
sukalskika@gmail.com
appel.karla@mayo.edu
sxviper7@yahoo.com
ddjjta@aol.com
smt812@yahoo.com
ryanking1712@gmail.com

Feel free to contact any of the Council members if you have any questions regarding Good Shepherd.

THRIVENT MEMBERS
Don’t forget to designate your Choice dollars for 2020 to the nonprofit of your choice. Good Shepherd
is on this list and uses these dollars as scholarships for our students attending a Lutheran college.
Choice dollars need to be directed by March 31st. Contact Jake Thompson at 534-3411 if you have
questions or need assistance.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/YOUTH NEWS
BOOK GROUP IN MARCH
The March book is This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger and we will meet on Thursday,
March 11 at 7 pm. A library book bag is in Carole Joyce’s office. You may check out a copy and
return the book on March 11.
The April book is*Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens. A library book bag is reserved.
Discussion will be Thursday, April 8.

MILESTONE BLANKET WORK DAYS
Nothing is more fun on a cold winter day than hanging out with friends (distanced and masked).
Spend Thursday, March 18 with Good Shepherd friends making blankets for graduates and
others. We’ll start at 9 am and end with soup lunch. Meet at church for sewing, fellowship, fun,
and of course food! Sewing skills are helpful, but not required. So if you can’t sew, come anyway
to cut, pin, tie and most of all have fun.
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – 9 AM Sundays or anytime after
All worship opportunities available in the building, parking lot & online.
- Listen in the parking lot to radio station 88.3 FM. Drive up (in the circle drive) for ashes and for
Communion.
- Go to the church webpage: https://goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org and click the YouTube
icon looks like an arrow and says YouTube when you hover over it. It’s under the announcement
on worship when you scroll down the page. Or go directly to:
- YouTube: We are posting our services live. Go to:
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=good+shepherd+lutheran+church%2C+Plainview
%2C+Mn or try
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbUP9UrAzhhXWo078UXGXPQ
You may need to scroll for the correct service.
- Go directly to the church FaceBook page.
OUTSIDE FRONT SIGN
We need to replace the sign out front along Hwy 42. If you’re interested in helping to figure out
what that sign should be/look like, contact the church office.
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EDUCATION NEWS
SUNDAY SCHOOL & FORMING FAITH UPDATE




During March we will have parent/child milestones of Lord’s Prayer and First Communion.
See below for details.
On April 4, Easter Sunday we will have an outdoor egg hunt at 9:00 a.m.
As spring arrives we will continue to have milestone and age level family events on Sunday
mornings.
KINDERGARTNERS: THE LORD’S PRAYER – MARCH 7

We look forward to seeing kindergarteners and their parents to learn "The Lord's Prayer” and about
the meaning f this special prayer that Jesus gave us. Meet at 9:45 am in the worship space at
church.
FIRST COMMUNION TRAINING OFFERED
Part of our living as God’s people is sharing in the meal that we call the Lord’s Supper or Holy
Communion. During Lent we will be offering First Communion Instruction for all children in 2 nd
grade and above.
Like Baptism, Holy Communion is a gift of God’s grace. There is nothing we can do to earn or
deserve either sacrament. Holy Communion is a sacred meal in which we receive Christ’s body
and blood in the bread and the wine. All children planning to receive their first communion are
asked to attend one of these classes. Our hope is for each student to be accompanied by a parent
or another caring adult to share in this learning with their child. We will offer the class as many
times as needed so families can learn in small groups. So far we have set aside:





Sunday, March 14 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday, March 21 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Tuesday, March 23 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 27 10-11 a.m.

Sign up here for your spot:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wNoevDx4E7q90LsSzZLfUOsPNk2rRiX3tYjUi7yFi3k/edit?us
p=sharing
Although First Communion and First Communion instruction is offered for children in 2 nd grade and
above, not every child is ready at this time to receive Communion. We encourage parents and
children to be in conversation and pray about whether or not their child is ready to receive this
sacrament. If you have any questions or would like to discuss your child’s readiness to receive
Holy Communion, feel free to contact Pastor Krista or Carole Joyce. We have several choices for
those who receive instruction to take their First Communion. You may choose from the following
options:
 Palm Sunday, March 28 at the 9 a.m. worship service
 Maundy Thursday, April 1 at the 7 p.m. worship service
 Easter Sunday, April 4 at the 8 a.m. worship or at the 9:30 outdoor worship

6
PAGE 6

THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

EDUCATION NEWS CONTINUED …

EASTER SUNDAY OUTDOOR EGG HUNT AT 9:00 AM
We are excited to be able to host the annual Easter egg hunt. We really missed it last year!!! This year it will
be on Easter Sunday April 4 at 9 am—between the two worship services. Each age group will be sent to a
different part of the church lawn to hunt for their eggs. Bring your own baskets! In case of bad weather, we
will postpone to the following Sunday April 11.
Want to donate candy? Please bring candy to church by March 28 so we can have it prepackaged for after the
hunt.

Save the Dates: VBS 2021
We look forward to holding VBS this spring! Three days of outside fun for kids and parents or
caring adult. Of course we will be flexible as needed, but we are hopeful we can have a picnic
meal, Bible story, games, and crafts/science in small groups!
Monday - Wednesday, June 14-16 from 6pm - 7:30 pm

Children currently in Grades Pre K- 4th

All youth and adults who would like to help are welcome 4 th grade on up!
 Watch for sign up information and volunteer opportunities.
VBS youth & adults needed! VBS is so fun you won’t want to miss out!
We are currently looking for youth and adults to help with VBS 2021, which will be held June 14-16
from 6 pm - 7:30 pm. Shepherd a group of kids, serve snacks, play games, prepare a simple meal,
sing and dance along. If you are interested in helping, please contact Carole Joyce
(carole35@charter.net or 269-9374) to sign-up.
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY at 10:30 am – Topic – The Gospel of Mark.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85940295537?pwd=RkdaVWlnRVdCRnhzWWRZb0VZTlhMZz09
Meeting ID: 859 4029 5537 Passcode: Bible
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FINANCE NEWS

Grateful Giving
If you have not signed up for On-line Giving – please consider. If you have any questions, please
contact me – Tom Anderson at 507-993-8326 or the church office.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Financial Summary Notes ---1/30/21
General Account
Restricted Accounts
Capital Campaign Account
Total Short Term Assets

$ 48,609
$ 36,063 (w/o Bldg. Fund)
$ 190,890
$ 273,562

Fixed Assets (old Bldg etc.)
New Bldg. to date
Total Assets

$ 905,479
$ 1,280,645
$2,459,686

***********************************************************
Mortgage Balance

$ 767,746

Equity

$ 1,691,940

Check Book Trends (General Fund- end of month) 2021

Jan
Feb
Mar

$ 48,609

April
May
June

July
Aug
Sep

Oct $
Nov $
Dec $
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MISSIONS & STEWARDSHIP NEWS
NOISY OFFERING + Minnesota Food Share’s March Campaign = FOOD for the HUNGRY!!!
Our March noisy offering is always specified to go to the Plainview-Elgin Area Food Shelf. The
pans are located by the offering boxes and will be collected the entire month of March.
Cash/Check donations are the best way to contribute to the Food Shelf because of the access the
Food Shelf has to distribution programs that allow them TREMENDOUS buying power with your
cash donations; however, food items will not be turned away. If you are able to help, please write
out an extra check, made out to Good Shepherd and place it in the offering plate in addition to your
regular offering. Note “food shelf” on the memo. At the end of the March, Good Shepherd will
forward one check to the PEM Food Shelf to help with their March Campaign. Along with March’s
noisy offering, the Lenten offerings will also be directed to the Food Shelf.

GOD’S WORK: OUR HANDS
Thanks to all who wrote notes to our recent grads. Our care packages included a gift card this
year and were sent out in February. As we all know, it has been a challenging year for students
and young adults. Hopefully the cards will bring encouragement and joy.
Did you know that ALL of Good Shepherd’s Wed night Lenten offering goes to the PEM food shelf?
Please take this opportunity to do God’s work—feeding the hungry. A special thank you to the
many Good Shepherd members who volunteer regularly at the food shelf.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
03/02

Erin Bluhm
Jordyn Anderson
Ellen Miller
Owen Johnson
Brady Wehrs
Harper Schneider
Jackie Welti
Dan Madsen
Diane Fick
Jayden Munsch
Austin Engler
Jacob Suntken
Bob Shanks
Jason Melbostad
Lukas Klennert
Michelle Wendt
Patty Fritz

03/04
03/06
03/07
03/09
03/10
03/11
03/12
03/13
03/14
03/15

03/17
03/19
03/21
03/23
03/24
03/25
03/26
03/27
03/28
03/29
03/30

Gary Melbostad
Bonnie McMillin
Kathy Sukalski
Kenton Dick
Carson Rahman
Marc Anderson
Joe Suntken
Jan Sackreiter
Mason Rahman
Matt Dick
Craig Beck
Tina Wangen
Roger Rettmann
Jesalynn Bluhm
Marget Christison
Khloe Peter
Ava Steele

Anniversaries
03/15

Allen & Dawn Breuer

*NOTE: Birthdays and anniversaries listed in the newsletters are now being limited to adult members and their college-aged
and under children. If you have questions and/or concerns with this, please contact the church office.

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONS
OR CORRECTIONS TO THE LIST OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
GRACE is divine love in action.
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The Shepherd’s Staff is a communication tool among our friends and members spreading the word of Jesus Christ with news of
our church and related events. It is published monthly by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plainview-Elgin.

VISION STATEMENT, GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
Claimed by God through Word & Sacrament, we move forward with a NEW VIEW:
Notice the needs of our congregation, community, and world with eyes of faith.
Educate all from cradle to grave.
Worship in thankfulness and joy.
Value all generations in passing on the faith.
Identify and affirm the gifts of God’s people.
Energize God’s people to use their gifts for ministry.
Welcome the opportunity to walk the talk with our youth.

The submission deadline for the April 2021 Newsletter is

MONDAY, MARCH 23.

