
 

ADVENT WORSHIP
WEDNESDAYS FROM 7:00 - 7:45 PM

Theme:  Our Out of the Box God
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Contact Information

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 355
Plainview MN, 55964
(507) 534-3675
www.goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org

Pastor:  Krista Henning-Ferkin
    Office Hours:   Vary
    Email:  Krista.goodshepherd@

 gmail.com
Phone:       (507)534-3675 (office)
 (605)480-2325 (cell)

Cong. Administrator:  Lynn Eversman
Office Hours: Vary
Email:
secretary@goodshepherdlutheran-
plainview.org
Phone: (507)534-3675

Passing on Faith Facilitator: Carole Joyce
   Office Hours: Vary
   Email:  carole35@charter.net 
   Home Phone:  (507) 288-0551
   Cell Phone:     (507) 269-9374
   Office Hours: Vary
   Email:  carole35@charter.net 
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“Merry and bright.”  It’s one of the many happy and joyful images of Christmas.  Irving Berlin gave us 
these words in the song “White Christmas.”  The lyrics read:

I’m dreaming of a white Christmas,

With every Christmas card I write,

May your days be merry and bright,

And may all your Christmases be white.  

And for many that’s the ideal of Christmas:  snow and merry and bright.  We want joy and happiness 
as part of our Christmas celebration.  In other words, we want perfection to be a part of Christmas.  

Yet, as much as we want perfection, as much as we want merry and bright, joy and happiness to fill 
our holidays, much of the time that’s not what we experience.  In fact there are some who will struggle 
to just make it through the holidays.  Instead of joy, grief, sorrow or depression chase away 
experiences of lasting joy.  Instead of satisfaction, fulfillment and contentment, disappointment takes 
over.  Instead of perfection, we experience the reality of the Charlie Brown Christmas tree (feel free to 
replace “Charlie Brown Christmas tree” with burnt dinner, or a house that’s far from clean, or relatives 
who argue, or ….).  A truly merry and bright Christmas is even more elusive than a white Christmas.  

This year’s children’s Christmas program centers around what happens when things aren’t perfect.  
SPOILER ALERT:  Mrs. Strickland is putting on the traditional Christmas pageant with hopes of 
perfection and maybe even taking things on to Broadway, but hopes and dreams seem ruined when 
the wrong costumes show up.  The cast discovers that you can still tell the Christmas story with pirates,
cowboys, and cheerleaders.  Things aren’t perfect but the message still comes through.  

Speaking of things not being perfect… things aren’t exactly perfect at church either.  In general church 
is not perfect because it’s made up of imperfect people, but this year we’re also contending with 
construction.  The parking lot isn’t perfect, getting into the building isn’t perfect, and there isn’t room for 
overflow seating.  And yet, the good news of Jesus Christ still shines through.  

That first Christmas wasn’t perfect either.  For many, shepherds (stinky, smelly shepherds) and wise 
men (outsiders from a far away land) were not the ideal cast to welcome God’s son.  And certainly 
giving birth in a stable is not the ideal for anyone.  

When we encounter imperfection, God still finds a way to come to us.  That’s one of the great 
messages of Christmas.  We don’t have to be perfect and this world doesn’t have to be perfect for God 
to show up and bless us.  Our perfect and all loving God gives us the perfect gift of His Son, because 
we need a Savior who loves us enough to be with us and to be in this world even when everything isn’t 
“merry and bright.”  

Whatever imperfections you experience this Christmas, may the perfect love of God in Jesus Christ 
shine through.

In Christ,

Pastor Krista  
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GOOD SHEPHERD BOOK CLUB

Love to read?  Then join your fellow bookworms to read and discuss interesting books.  We will 
meet on Wednesday, December 19th at 7:30 pm at Good Shepherd to discuss Little Fires 
Everywhere by Celeste Ng.  You will have to find your own copy of this book.  The Martian by 
Andy Weir will also be discussed.  Note later time because of Advent worship.  

The January book is The Bookshop on the Corner by Jenny Colgan.  We will meet on January 16th

at 6:30 pm.   You can pick up a book at the December discussion or check it out from the church 
music room after that.

MILESTONE BLANKET WORK DAY 

Spend a cold winter day Friday, January 4th with Good Shepherd friends sewing blankets for 
our graduates and baptisms!  Meet at church for sewing, fellowship, fun, and of course food 
(warm soup and bread).  We will start at 8:00 am and stop sometime in the afternoon.  Come 
when you can and leave when you must.  

Sewing skills are helpful, but not required.  So, if you can’t sew, come anyway to cut, pin, and 
most of all have fun.  Bring any of the following items that you have: sewing machine, scissors, 
pins, and needles.  Questions, contact Carole Joyce at carole35@charter.net or 269-9374. 

MILESTONES

Baptisms
Blessings to Kip Thomas Folkert, who was baptized on November 25th.  Kip is the son of Jason
and Kristy Folkert,
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SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

Senior High Youth Ministry – A good thing growing! (Grades 9-12)

Your creative genius is needed to decorate luminaries on November 28 th starting at 6:30 pm.  
Enjoy treats and conversation while we work.

Join us for Advent services each Wednesday in December starting at 7:00 pm.

Ski Trip – January 21, 2019.  
Save the date and join us for a ski day at Coffee Mill.  We are looking for caring adults/drivers to 
join us.  If available, contact Carole Joyce or Pastor Krista.  

High School Mission Trip
Chicago: July 28th - August 2nd, 2019
Youth often say the service trip is the most meaningful of the summer trips.  You will see the world 
and your faith in a totally different way as we meet new people and reach out in service and love in
Chicago.  Sign up is going on NOW.  Make a deposit to reserve your spot.  Friends are welcome 
too.  Contact Carole Joyce at carole35@charter.net to get a registration form.

December Coffee Shop
Thanks to the high school youth, we have flavored coffee, hot chocolate and cinnamon rolls 
between services once a month.  Look for these tasty treats on December 9th.  Join us for 
wonderful fellowship. Thank you to the congregation for your support of high school ministry.
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THRIVENT ACTION TEAMS

Thrivent Financial gives seed money for groups to make an impact through service, education, 
and community projects.  The money is to make a difference in our community and world.  Any 
Thrivent member can sign up for money for up to two projects each year.  Thanks to Good 
Shepherd members Thrivent supported the cookie walk, Vacation Bible School, youth trip, care 
packages, Palm Sunday breakfast, LWR service day, and 40th anniversary during 2018.  Thanks 
to Thrivent for these funds too.

Let’s create even more action teams…for the food shelf, for community projects, for Good 
Shepherd projects.  Talk to Carole Joyce, Jake Thompson, or call the church office if you are a 
Thrivent member and are willing to help.  It isn’t hard, and think of the impact we can make 
together!

ADDRESSES NEEDED FOR POST HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE & YOUNG ADULTS!

We need current addresses for Good Shepherd’s post high school youth -- those who graduated 
from high school in the past 4-5 years. We would also like addresses for those in the military.  
Good Shepherd will be sending out care packages in late January.  To get your young adult on 
this list, please email the church office or Carole Joyce at carole35@charter.net.  

AMAZONSMILE

Remember to use AmazonSmile when you do your shopping!

Amazon donates 0.5% of the purchase price to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  Bookmark the 
link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1323971 and support Good Shepherd every time you shop.  
The more you shop, the more Good Shepherd receives!

CHILI/CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP COOK-OFF

Thank you to everyone who took part in any way in the 9th annual Chili/Chicken Noodle Soup 
Cook-Off.  We raised $1119 for the Plainview-Elgin Food Shelf.

Congratulations to the winners of the Cook-Off!  Winners were:

Professional Chili Green Prairie Assisted Living  
Professional Soup Bennett's
Individual Chili Jim Mason
Individual Soup Sue Tangen
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT CLASSES (9:30 A.M. – 10:15 A.M.)

Have a Little Faith with Nadia Bolz Weber (our Sunday forums):  We will finish up our forums 
from Lutheran pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber, who delivers life-changing advice that will make us think, 
laugh, feel more whole, and even more holy.  Join us on December 2nd (Forgiveness) and 
December 9th (Grace).  We meet in the Music Room.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM REHEARSALS

Rehearsal for all age groups will be during the education hour along with Sunday school.  Plan 
to be here at 9:15 am every Sunday in December (if at all possible).  Watch your email for words 
for songs so you can practice together at home. Dress for the program is nice church clothes. 

Rehearsal schedule for program day: Saturday,  December 15 
Please be prompt so you children know where to stand!
2:00 pm set up crew
2:30 pm speaking parts
3:00 pm 1st-6th grade 
3:30 pm preschool-kindergarten
3:40 pm doors to the gym open for family seating
4:00 pm Children Christmas Program starts

Snacks and hospitality will be available for all before and after the program.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

The Sunday school Christmas program will be presented at 4:00 pm at Immanuel Lutheran 
School Christian Life Center/gym on Sunday, December 15th.  You won’t want to miss hearing 
the story of Jesus’ birth as told by our Sunday school children (preschool through sixth grade)!  
Out of the Box Christmas will be presented by our Sunday school children under the direction of 
Linda Theisen and Pastor Krista. Invite your family and friends to join us that day.  By moving the 
location, we will have space and parking for EVERYONE!

MONTHLY THURSDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY

The December meeting of the Tuesday afternoon Bible study group will meet on December 4 th at 
1:00 p.m. 

COMING UP IN JANUARY

Beach Party for Infants Age 3 & Parents January 13 worship & 9:15 am
PreK-2nd Grade sing at worship January 13 at 10:30 am worship
Service Sunday for All Age - Care packages January 27 at 9:15 am
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Giving With
Gratitude & Generosity

 We have both Simply Giving and On-Line Giving systems all set up for easy and 
free access – just let us know how we can assist you.  Please feel free to contact the church office 
or Tom Anderson directly (507-993-8326).

Good Shepherd Lutheran Financial Summary Notes ---- Nov 2018

General Account  $     22,891

Restricted Accounts $     19,402 (w/o Bldg. Fund)

Capital Campaign Account $   343,162

Total Short Term Assets $   385,455

Fixed Assets $   925,479

Total Assets $1,310,934

***********************************************************

Mortgage Balance          0

Equity $ 1,310,934

Check Book Trends (General Fund- end of month)

Jan $ 13,707 April $  9,105 July $15,798 Oct $22,891
Feb $   7,455 May $10,560 Aug $13,506 Nov
Mar $   9,104 June $  6,230 Sept $19,710 Dec

Year-end gift for both the Building Fund and the General account can be contributed up to 
December 31st, 2018
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DECEMBER NOISY OFFERING AND ADVENT OFFERINGS

Our December Noisy Offering and Advent offerings will be directed to the Plainview-Elgin Food 
Shelf.  You help so many in our immediate community with your donations to the Food Shelf, 
and they do say thank you.  Thank you for helping to ensure that no one goes hungry when 
there is plenty to share.  Thank you for letting kids focus on school work and enjoy life, instead 
of leaving them consumed with wondering when they will get to eat again.  Thank you for making 
a difference!

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS

Many Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes were sent this year.  Thank you for putting together 78
boxes to give hope and joy to children!  Boxes will be shipped to 100 different countries around the
world.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Chili/Chicken Noodle Soup Cook-Off.  $1119 was 
raised for the Food Shelf. 

During the month of December, Good Shepherd will be filling the Backpacks for Kids on 
Wednesday nights. Read the article elsewhere in newsletter to see how you can get involved.

Approximately $311 was raised through our November noisy offering for the Blue Star Mothers.  
This group is made up of mothers who have children serving in the military, guard or reserves, or 
children who are honorably discharged veterans.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Thanks to Thrivent Financial www.thrivent.com for their support of Good Shepherd’s ministries. 

CONSTRUCTION

Thank you to everyone for your patience and flexibility as we continue with the construction.  
Check out our Facebook page to see photos of the work done during the week.
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Anniversaries

12/06 Clark & Shannon Olstad
12/2
3

Dennis & Carol Buntrock

12/15 John & Jane Folkert
12/2
8

Al & Deb Ninas

12/22 Tom & Karen Anderson
12/3
1

Kory & Kareen Bigalk

         

*NOTE:  Birthdays and anniversaries listed in the newsletters are now being limited to adult members and their college-aged         
and under children.  If you have questions and/or concerns with this, please contact the church office. 

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONS
OR CORRECTIONS TO THE LIST OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES.
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
12/01 Erin Bartz 12/17 Linda Schmitz

Nicole Bartz Shelbey Ramthun
12/02 Craig Steele 12/18 Rose Grover

Sarah Wilhelmson 12/19 Roberta Kurth
12/03 Haley Gudmundson Kora Steffen
12/05 Jayda Schwantz 12/21 Nicolas Crudele
12/06 Becky Wehrs 12/22 Brody Lyons
12/07 Logan Hanson 12/23 Kevin Fuerstneau
12/09 Michelle Klennert Pastor Kris Ferkin

Karen Larson 12/26 Claire Henry
12/10 Anika Steele 12/27 Police Chief Tim Schneider
12/11 Jake Thompson 12/28 Shane Holst
12/12 Carson Castle 12/30 Ben Mohs
12/16 Benjamin Suntken 12/31 Ron Peterson

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Bless us Lord, this Christmas, with quietness of mind; 
teach us to be patient and always to be kind.
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The Shepherd’s Staff is a communication tool among our friends and members spreading the word of Jesus Christ with news of
our church and related events. It is published monthly by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plainview-Elgin.

VISION STATEMENT, GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Claimed by God through Word & Sacrament, we move forward with a NEW VIEW:

Notice the needs of our congregation, community, and world with eyes of faith.
Educate all from cradle to grave.
Worship in thankfulness and joy.

Value all generations in passing on the faith.
Identify and affirm the gifts of God’s people.
Energize God’s people to use their gifts for ministry.
Welcome the opportunity to walk the talk with our youth.

The submission deadline for the January 2019 Newsletter is

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21.
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