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The Shepherd’s Staff

Contact Information

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 355
Plainview MN, 55964
(507) 534-3675
www.goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org

Pastor:  Krista Henning-Ferkin
    Office Hours:   Vary
    Email:  Krista.goodshepherd@

 gmail.com
Phone:       (507)534-3675 (office)
 (605)480-2325 (cell)

Intern:  Vicar Nicole Rockne
   Office Hours: Vary
   Email:    nrockne001@luthersem.edu
   Phone:   507-398-7710

Cong. Administrator:  Lynn Eversman
Office Hours: Vary
Email:
secretary@goodshepherdlutheran-
plainview.org
Phone: (507)534-3675

Passing on Faith Facilitator: Carole Joyce
   Office Hours: Vary
   Email:  carole35@charter.net 
   Home Phone:  (507) 288-0551
   Cell Phone:     (507) 269-9374
   

mailto:carole35@charter.net
mailto:secretary@goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org
mailto:secretary@goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org
mailto:nrockne001@luthersem.edu
http://www.goodshepherdlutheran-plainview.org/


PAGE 2 THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

On November 5th we celebrate All Saints Sunday.  On 
this day we remember all those who have died and now 
live in the promise of the resurrection to eternal life.  We 
especially remember those who have died this past year 
by lighting a candle as their name is read during our 
worship service.  During our service, everyone has the 
opportunity to light a candle in memory of their loved ones.

ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Community Presbyterian Church will be hosting the 
ecumenical Thanksgiving service on Sunday, November 19th 
at 6:00 p.m.  This year’s offering will go to benefit the local 
food shelf.

Everyone is invited to attend this “service of thanksgiving”!

ADVENT 

Believe it or not, Advent is just around the corner!  Advent, 
the season of watching and waiting for our Savior’s birth 
begins on Sunday, December 3rd.  Devotions will be available 
for families with children AND for adults.  Pick up your copy at 
the end of the month.  Take one home and use it daily to help 
you reflect on the meaning of Jesus’ birth. 
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I turn on the news in the morning, and I don’t feel very thankful.  For many of us shootings, hurricanes, 
fires, threats from other countries all lead to a level of anxiety and worry, and at times even fear.  Giving 
thanks isn’t usually what we’re thinking about or feeling.  “God, please help this world of ours” is a little 
more like it.

I look at my to do list for the day, and sometimes I sigh.  So much to do, so little time to do it.  My thoughts 
often turn to brewing an extra cup of coffee and to “must do’s” vs. can wait a day or two.  Thanksgiving 
doesn’t seem to have made the list (except for maybe the holiday itself and checking in with the extended 
family and figuring out whose hosting Thanksgiving this year).  “God, help me through this day” is often the 
prayer.

I talk to a friend of mine whose husband is dying.  They’re petitioning the insurance company AGAIN for 
treatment.  They’re doing their best to make every day count.  I’m flooded with anger at insurance 
companies that won’t or don’t cooperate and diseases that take the lives of our loved ones, and I’m 
overwhelmed with sorrow and wishing there was some way I could just fix everything.  “God, help my 
friends, they need you.”

Sometimes giving thanks is hard.  

Each of us have our own reasons and excuses why giving thanks can sometimes be hard, but even when 
it’s hard we probably also know that giving thanks is important and even helpful.  

Because I don’t always feel in the mood for giving thanks, it’s a good thing that there’s a day set aside for 
this purpose, and it’s a good thing that often the whole month of November takes on the spirit of 
thankfulness and gratitude, and it’s a good thing that when we gather for worship we give thanks to God, 
and it’s a good thing for me that in my household we share our high’s from the day as a way to thank God.  
All of these things can help us see the bigger picture of God who loves and cares for us each and every 
day.  

When we give thanks, we begin to live into a spirit of thankfulness, recognizing God’s presence, work and 
blessings in our lives.  That’s why even when I don’t feel like it, I try to say thank you to God, I try to live a 
life of thanksgiving.

As I spend time in the late afternoon answering email, I can hear my son and the neighborhood boys 
playing outside.  “Thank you God for good neighbors and friends, for laughter and fun times shared.”  As 
supper time roles around and I’m still busy working on another item on my to do list, my husband is busy 
preparing a wonderful meal.  “Thank you God for my husband (and that he cooks!) and for family meals 
and for the work you have given me to do.”

As I yell, “It’s time for bed.  When are you going to bed?” I try to pause and take a breath.  “Thank you 
God that we’re all home and we’re all safe.  Thank you for those who keep us safe.”  

Living a life of giving thanks has its daily challenges, but I find that as I start giving thanks to God or 
“counting my blessings one by one” as the song goes, I have more peace and hope for tomorrow.

Blessings to you as you lead lives of thanksgiving and thanks-living.

In Christ,
Pastor Error: Reference source not found
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Food For All Program

There was some great success in our first distribution of the Food For All bags of food.  We 
distributed 5 bags of food to families in need in the area and all were grateful for the help.  We 
decided to stick to a meal that they can make on the go, as many of us are these days.   We 
had whole wheat bread, ham, cheddar cheese, mayonnaise, spinach, carrots, Clementine 
oranges, grapes, hummus, guacamole, cheese sticks, trail mix, cereal, milk and toilet paper.  
We had 5 bags each feeding a 5-6 family unit.  It was a great experience helping those in the 
community.   

I would love for more of you to be involved with packing the bags and distributing.  Last time 
we did it on a Sunday afternoon, but we are now leaning toward after-school on Wednesdays when
we know someone should be home.  Please email me nrockne001@luthersem.edu if you wish to 
be on our email list of volunteers to be called.   

I will leave you with a prayer for those who help to provide food (see next page). 
 

Blessings to all. 

Vicar Nicole 

5

INTERN PASTOR’S NOTE

mailto:nrockne001@luthersem.edu


PAGE 6 THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

6

INTERN’S PASTOR’S NOTE CONTINUED …



Page 7THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

A congregational meeting was held on Sunday, October 15th between services for the purpose of providing 
an update on the 2014-2017 Growing to Serve, Grounded in Faith Capital Campaign and to vote on 
proceeding with biddable plans.  As of the congregational meeting, there have been 57 family units that 
have pledged/given to the capital campaign.  This totals $369,680 which includes one time gifts already 
given, one time gifts yet to be received, yearly gifts, monthly gifts and weekly gifts.  The current balance in 
the building fund is $250,000 which includes $150,000 from before the start of the 2014-2017 capital 
campaign.  In order to proceed with the building project, biddable plans are needed at this time so that an 
overall cost on the project can be determined (and thereby decisions can be made on what we can afford 
and/or what we need to cut).  Biddable plans also are needed in order to complete loan applications.  In 
addition, the general contractor and architect have told us that getting biddable plans will take about 3 
months, and by developing biddable plans at this time, we position ourselves to get the best bids shortly 
after the first of the year.  A motion was made to proceed with using money from the building fund to obtain 
biddable plans from the architect.  The motion passed 47-6.  

MILESTONES MINISTRY

Baptisms
Blessings to Oliver Craig Weinrich, who was baptized on October 22, 2017.  Oliver is the son of Tommy & 
Chelsea Weinrich.

New Members  
Welcome to the following new members who were received into the Good Shepherd family on Sunday, 
October 22nd:  Kathy Sukalski and Ryan, Amber, Wells and Fiona Walch.
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BLANKET MINISTRY

Join us for a day of service, fellowship, laughter, and food as we make milestone blankets for graduates 
and baptisms.  Friday, November 10th we will start at 8:00 a.m. and work until Mid-afternoon with a 
break for soup and bread.  Whether you have sewing experience or not, there will be something you can 
do to help.  Come join us.

GOOD SHEPHERD BOOK CLUB

The Book Group will meet on Wednesday, November 8th from 6:30 - 8:00 pm at Good Shepherd to 
discuss Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly.  You will need to find your own copy of the book this time. 

The December book is*Wonder  by RJ Palacio.  There will be a book bag for this book.

COOKIE WALK:  DECEMBER 2  ND        (7:30 – 11:00 A.M.)  

COOKIES, COOKIES, AND MORE COOKIES!!

Do you know what you plan on baking for the cookie walk?  If not, start planning now, as it is only 
about a month away.

We ask each family to donate between 12-15 dozen Christmas cookies.  They can all be of one recipe or 
a variety of recipes.  Please concentrate on cookies.  Breads, candies, fudge and other treats don’t 
seem to sell as well as cookies; however, we won’t turn any of these items away.

We ask that the cookies come on nice platters or decorative boxes (this helps in the cleanup).  Also, 
please write the name of your cookies (or list flavors) so the buyers know what kind of cookies they are.  
Also, if they have nuts in them, please list what kind (walnuts, pecans, etc).  

We need the cookies delivered between 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Friday evening, December 1st so we can 
have them all placed on the tables and ready to go by 7:00 a.m. Saturday morning.  The doors don’t 
open until 7:30 a.m., but it seems like every year we have buyers waiting at the door by 7:00 a.m.

We also need a lot of helpers for this event.  It is a very short time commitment and it is actually very 
fun.  Youth (4th grade and up) are encouraged to help.  We need helpers on Friday night and Saturday 
morning.  Contact Franny Schwantz (876-2253 or frannyschwantz@hotmail.com) if you have any questions.

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS/DECORATIONS SALE

This year during our annual Cookie Walk, the Senior High Youth Group will be selling Christmas ornaments 
and decorations.  If you have any decorations/ornaments you would like to donate, you can bring them to 
the church.  Starting about November 20th, help will be needed to sort, price, and set up tables with all these
ornaments/decorations displayed.  Karen Jurgenson is willing to work on this project, but she will need 
some good helpers.  So, if interested in helping out, please contact Karen at karenjurg@gmail.com.  Help 
will also be needed the day of the Cookie Walk to help sell.  That date is December 2nd from 7:30 – 11:00 
a.m. 

8

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE/YOUTH 

mailto:karenjurg@gmail.com
mailto:frannyschwantz@hotmail.com


Page 9THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH MINISTRY – Grades 9-12

Learning Time
Our learning times this year are built around an awesome study called “This Changes Everything” 
connecting faith to everyday life!  We will meet Wednesday, November 1st at 7:30 pm.  Our discussion 
will be about “change.”  All are welcome!  Bring a friend. 

Service Times
Help serve at the Chili & Chicken Noodle Soup Cook-Off on Wednesday, November 15th from 
5:30 - 7:30 pm.  This is a favorite and fun way to serve, connect with others, and make a difference. 
Proceeds will go to the Food Shelf.

Food for All Packing and Distributing Backpacks…
Watch announcements and emails for the next distribution date.

Adventure Opportunity 
Would you like to attend a Sleep Out on November 10th and 11th at Gustavus Adolphus College?  The 
purpose is to learn more about homelessness and hunger issues. The price is to bring food for the food 
shelf.  Find out more at gustavus.edu/sleepout   Reply to Carole Joyce or Pastor Krista by Sunday, 
November 5th if anyone is interested!

Coffee Shop November 19  th   !  
Thank you to the youth for serving coffee, hot chocolate, and sweet rolls on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
It is a wonderful time to gather with friends, make new friends, and connect with people of different ages. 
Your contributions go to support youth ministry. Thank you to the congregation for supporting the high 
school students.

8  th   ANNUAL CHILI/CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP COOK-OFF & SILENT AUCTION        
NOVEMBER 15  th  , 2017  

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church will once again be hosting our 8th Annual Chili/Chicken Noodle Soup 
Cook-Off & Silent Auction fundraising event.  This event will be held in the Good Shepherd Fellowship Hall 
on Wednesday, November 15th, from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  This is a community event, so anyone from the 
community is encouraged to make their special homemade chili or chicken noodle soup and join us for this 
fun event.  Please invite family and friends to join us.  

As in years past, the proceeds from the cook-off go to the Plainview-Elgin Area Food Shelf.  Please contact 
Dawn Breuer if you have any questions.  Dawn can be reached at dawnbreuer2@gmail.com or by calling
507-396-3080.

We are currently accepting silent auction items.  Donations can be products, services, gift certificates or gift 
basket items.  Your donated items can be brought to the church any time you have them.  The proceeds 
from the Silent Auction go to Good Shepherd’s building fund.  Please contact Kory Bigalk if you have any 
questions.  Kory can be reached at:  kgbigalk@gmail.com or (507)251-0983.
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SUNDAY MORNING ADULT AND HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION

Grab a cup of coffee and join us at 9:30 a.m. as we continue our study of “And Who Is My Neighbor? by 
Dr. Eric Barreto. 

November 5th, the theme is “Privilege” and we will do a group activity.  The more who participate, the more 
we will learn!  This is appropriate for all ages junior high and up.  Please invite youth to join this discussion! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE (9:15 A.M. – 10:15 A.M.)

November:    The regular Sunday school schedule/Christmas pageant practice will take place during 
   the entire month.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Mark your calendar now for the Sunday school Christmas program.  It will be presented at the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service on Sunday, December 17th.  You won’t want to miss hearing the story of Jesus’ birth as 
told by our Sunday school children!  

CONFIRMATION RETREAT — NOVEMBER 11  TH   AND 12  TH     

"Every Day Samaritans".  We will learn about friendship, listening, supporting and caring for others--as we 
build community by being together and having fun together at Good Earth Village. 

We will leave Good Shepherd at 8:30 am on Saturday and return at 12:30 pm on Sunday.  Adult leaders are
needed.  These are the most awesome youth—what a gift to spend 24 hours with them!  We need our youth
to have many caring adults.  Contact Carole Joyce, Pastor, or Vicar Nicole if you are interested in helping 
out.
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GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS

Thank you for your generosity in providing items for the LWR personal care kits! On October 22 we packed 
28 kits which will be sent around the world to those experiencing disaster due to hurricane, earthquake, 
floods, and war.

Many hands worked to tie 6 blankets which will go to MN Hands and Voices. This organization serves 
families as they care for their babies who are deaf and hard of hearing.

We colored art and wrote letters for 42 veterans.

We designed kindness rocks to remind each other that everyone is beloved in God’s eyes.

We finished baptism tag blankets for the next 13 baptisms here at Good Shepherd.

NOVEMBER NOISY OFFERING

Our November noisy offering will go to help support The Minnesota Blue Star Mothers.  This group is 
made up of mothers who have children serving in the military, guard or reserves, or children who are 
honorably discharged veterans.  They are a non-profit 501(c)3 service organization supporting each 
other and their children while promoting patriotism.  With Veterans Day being in November, we thought 
this would be a good month to show our support to these Blue Star Mothers.  If you are interested in 
more information about the Blue Star Mothers, you can talk to Tami Sawyer.
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We have both Simply Giving and On-Line Giving systems all set up for 
easy and free access – just let us know how we can assist you.  Please feel free to contact the church office
or Tom Anderson directly (507-993-8326).

Good Shepherd Lutheran Financial Summary Notes ---- Sept, 2017

General Account  $     11,772

Restricted Accounts $     22,470 (w/o Bldg. Fund)
Capital Campaign Account $   251,640
Loan Receivable $       1,797
Total Short Term Assets $   287,677

Fixed Assets $   903,554
Total Assets $1,191,228
***********************************************************
Mortgage Balance $     25,499  (at current Rate will be paid in April 2018)
Equity $1,165,732

Check Book Trends (General Fund & Restricted Fund W/O Capital Campaign Fund)

Jan $ 35,135 April $38,386 July $38,136
Feb $ 34,547 May $36,855 Aug $36,099
Mar $ 35,882 June $35,372 Sept $34,242
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Anniversaries

              *NOTE:  Birthdays and anniversaries listed in the newsletters are now being limited to active adult 
         members and their college aged and under children.  If you have questions and/or concerns 
         with this, please contact the church office. 

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU HAVE ADDITIONS
OR CORRECTIONS TO THE LIST OF BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES.

11/28 Kevin & Cindy Fuerstneau
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
11/01 Addy Kobler 11/09 Donna Tesch
11/03 Dillon Beck Addison Nesler
11/04 Teresa Kreofsky 11/11 Barb Petit

Tommy Weinrich Rose Wolf
11/05 Andrea Getschmann Whitlee Flies
11/06 Gregg Luebke 11/16 Mariah Henry

Tracy Hutchison 11/19 Kenny Hutchison
Pastor Krista Desirae Wehrs

11/07 John Potter 11/21 Clark Olstad
11/08 Isabel Appel Alice Henderson

Jack Johnson 11/25 George Back
Jake Johnson 11/27 Jill Kobler
Carter Weinrich

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

You are richer today if you have laughed, given, and forgiven!
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The Shepherd’s Staff is a communication tool among our friends and members spreading the word of Jesus Christ with news of
our church and related events. It is published monthly by Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of Plainview-Elgin.

VISION STATEMENT, GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Claimed by God through Word & Sacrament, we move forward with a NEW VIEW:

Notice the needs of our congregation, community, and world with eyes of faith.
Educate all from cradle to grave.
Worship in thankfulness and joy.

Value all generations in passing on the faith.
Identify and affirm the gifts of God’s people.
Energize God’s people to use their gifts for ministry.
Welcome the opportunity to walk the talk with our youth.

The submission deadline for the December 2017 Newsletter is

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 22.
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